
1 
 

Enemies of the Cross 
For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live 
as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their destiny is destruction, their god is their 
stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. But our 
citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus 
Christ,  Philippians 3:18-21 
 
Jesus’ Enemies Delighted at the Cross. 
 
1.  The Religious Leaders were __________________ of Jesus. 
When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were 
delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing.  Luke 13:17 
 
2.  Jesus was _________________ about the Religious Leaders’ 
spiritual condi�on.   Jesus’ enemies delighted at the cross. 
 

If you’re a genuine Christian in the world,  
there will be times that you have enemies. 

 
Wrong reasons that some people make enemies 
 Making mistakes—we need to apologize 
 Misunderstandings—open communica�on 
 Being obnoxious or offensive—learn tact 

 
“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the 
world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I 
have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you.  John 15:18 
 
People will oppose you because they disagree with your ___________________. 
 
“In any secular society, Chris�ans will ul�mately be treated as an enemy. Because 
we maintain a dual loyalty which others misinterpret as disloyalty, if you’re 
primary allegiance is to Jesus Christ.”   —C. S. Lewis 
 

People will oppose you because you break with your religious heritage. 
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“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to 
bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to turn “ ‘a man against his father, a 
daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—a 
man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’  Mathew 10:34-36 
 

People will oppose you because they regard you as a ___________________. 
 

People will oppose you because you pose a threat to their _______________. 
 
Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and 
reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. “Rejoice in that day and leap 
for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how their fathers 
treated the prophets.  Mathew 6:22-23 
 
3.  A_________________ against Jesus resulted in His crucifixion. 
Jesus’ enemies delighted at the cross. 
 
Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin.  
“What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many 
miraculous signs.  If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and 
then the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.”  
John 11:47-48 
 
Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, “You 
know nothing at all!  You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die 
for the people than that the whole nation perish.”  John 11:49-50 
 
He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that 
Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, and not only for that nation but also for the 
scattered children of God, to bring them together and make them one.  
So from that day on they plotted to take his life.  John 11:51-53 
 
4.  The Religious Leaders formed a vast right-wing ________________. 
Jesus’ enemies delighted at the cross. 
 
Now the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were only two days away, 
and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some sly way to 
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arrest Jesus and kill him.  “But not during the Feast,” they said, “or the people may 
riot.”  Mark 14:1-2 
 
Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Are you not going to 
answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?”  
 But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer.   Mark 14:60-61 
 
Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?”  
“I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the 
Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”  Mark 14:61-62 
 
The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need any more witnesses?” he asked. 
“You have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?”   Mark 14:63-64 
 
They all condemned him as worthy of death.  Then some began to spit at him; they 
blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and said, “Prophesy!” And the guards 
took him and beat him.   Mark 14:65 
 
5.  When Jesus was nailed to the cross, His enemies ______________ 
over His torture.  Jesus’ enemies delighted at the cross. 
 
Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “So! 
You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, come down 
from the cross and save yourself!”   Mark 15:29-30 
 
In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked him among 
themselves. “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself!   Mark 15:31 
 
Let this Christ, this King of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see 
and believe.” Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him.   Mark 15:32 
 
Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” And Nathan said to 
David, “The Lord also has taken away your sin; you shall not die.  “However, 
because by this deed you have given occasion to the enemies of the Lord to 
blaspheme, the child also that is born to you shall surely die.” 
2 Samuel 12:13-14 (NASB) 
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6.  Jesus responded to their animosity with forgiveness.  
Jesus’ enemies delighted at the cross. 
 
“Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”   Luke 23:34  
 
Lessons to learn from Jesus’ example. How to respond to the enemies 
of the cross. 
1.  Speak the Truth and do not ________________________. 
 
2.  We are to love our enemies and not ______________ against them.  
To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, 
that you should follow in his steps. “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found 
in his mouth.”  When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he 
suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges 
justly.  1 Peter 2:21-23 
 
But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you 
may be sons of your Father in heaven.   Mathew 5:44-45 
 
3.  Consider the source and do not blame _____________________. 
Lessons to learn from Jesus’ example. How to respond to the enemies of the cross. 
 
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly realms.  Ephesians 6:12 
 
Even the enemies of Jesus, couldn’t resist the love of God displayed on the cross. 
 
Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you 
crucified, both Lord and Christ.”   When the people heard this, they were cut to the 
heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”   
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.  Acts 2:36-38 
 
Key: envious, truthful, theology, competitor, lifestyle, Animosity, conspiracy, gloated, compromise, 
retaliate, people 


